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Veneris 29 Die Maii, 1147, 
Ordered, | 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be gi- 

ven to the Reverend Dr. Hume, for the 
Sermon by him preached this Day before this 
Houſe, at St. Margaret's s Weſtminſter ; and 
that he be deſired to print the ſame ; and that 
the Lord Dupplin, and Mr. Ve, do acquaint 
him therewith, 


IV. Hardinge, CI Dom. Con. 


63) 


JE R. XXXI. 13. 
I will turn their Mourning into Foy, 
and will comfort them, and make 
them * from their SOrrOW, 


HES E Words . y re- 
late to the Reſtoration of the 


 Fewiſh State, and the national 
Joy which conſequently would ariſe from 
it. It was the Joy of Captives reſtored 
to Liberty, the Joy of a ſinful People 
received into the Favour of their God, 
and again poſſeſſed of thoſe Bleſſings, 
of which their Iniquities had deprived 
them. 


W are now aſſembled to comme- 
morate a Reſtoration, in ſome refpects, 


not. 


15) 
not unlike to that of the Jews ; and 
with publick Gratitude to adore the ſu- 


preme Author of our Happineſs. The 


national Joy on this Occaſion ſhould 
be eſtimated alſo, like theirs, from the 
extreme national Diftreſs from whence 
we were delivered. - This. Conſideration 
deſerves our moſt ſerious Attention. 1 
ſhall therefore take occaſion from it, in 
the following Diſcourſe, | 


Firſ, To confider the Nature of that 
Joy in particular, which is cauſed 
by a ee n Sorrow. 


Second} ly, Wan T Refledtions al A 
to attend. this Joy, ſo as to make 
it conſiſtent with Reaſon, and con- 
ducive to publick Good, 


Fir, I am to conſider the Nature of 


that Joy in particular, which is cauſed 
by a Deliverance from Sorrow. 


WE 


(7) 


Wes muſt remember then, that ſuch 
a Joy as this, however juſt and reaſon- 
able, ſuppoſes, and implies a preceding 
Weakneſs, or Defe& in the Being that 
enjoys it; and can therefore belong on- 
ly to imperfect, erring Creatures. To 
whatever degtee it may riſe, it is at beſt 
a Happineſs which has been broken, and 
is ſwelled only by an- interruption of its 
courſe. There is a * Fulngſs of Foy re- Ful. xvi 
ſerved for thoſe ® who ſhall be Heirs of » Heb. i. 14. 
Salvation: But © Fleſh and Blood . L Cor. xv. 
not inherit it, d our Mortal muſt firſt put? 3 
on Immortality. Whether the Nature of 
Man, in this imperfe& State, be capa- 
ble of any Joy, which has not its viciſ- 
fitude of Pain, or at leaſt its intervals 
out of which it riſes, and reſtores itſelf, 
might perhaps be queſtioned ; but this, 
at leaſt, is certain, that whatever bleſ- 
ſings we are made capable of enjoying, 
we are made capable of loſing; and that 
what- 


„ 

whatever ſtability might be ſuppoſed 
polfible in human” affairs, yet in fact it 
appears, that Life is ſpent in erring and 
correcting, in loſi ng and 1 in 
mg ar e 8 

Fo URTHER, AS this Joy "OY on- 
ly to- very imperfect Creatures, its Eſti- 
mate is to be taken from a Compariſon 
with Evil. For as Sorrow increaſes it- 
ſelf in Proportion to the Happineſs we 
have loſt, ſo Joy riſes in a ſimilar Pro- 


portion to the Evils we have eſcaped. 


Ou Eaſe, or Diſcontent in Life, a- 
riſes, not ſo much from the real State in 
which we happen to be placed, as from 
comparing it with that of others, or that 
which we ourſelves have loſt, or ſome 
imaginary ftate which we think attain- 
able. Without conſidering things in this 
comparative View, the more general 
Cauſes both of Happineſs and Miſery 

would 


(9) 
would loſe their Influence. For the 
Colours of Good, and Evil are reflected 
differently to us, from the very ſame 
Objects, according to the Point of View 
from whence we behold them. An in- 
digent Perſon raiſed to a Competency of 


Fortune, is raiſed to Affluence; a rich 
Man ſtript of Superfluities, and reduced 
to the ſame Competency, is reduced to 
Penury: Both in fact are brought to the 
ſame Level, but each taking the Com- 
pariſon from different Points, the One 
finds it the Situation of Happineſs, the 
Other 4 Miez. 


Tut Us impeg dg in is our hs * yet 
ſuch is our Frame, and Conſtitution, 


that it 20 pafſeth away, and. neper FOR © Pur ve. 


tinueth in ong ah, It is not equable in 
its nature, like Eaſe, or Tranquility, but 
exiſts only by ſtarts, and ſallies, and de- 
pends on the memory of the paſt, or the 
ſylpention of ſome preſent Evil, to. re- 


B vive, 


* 
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vive, and quicken it. A uniform con- 
ſtant courſe of Bleſſings either can not 
excite, or can not long maintain it. No 
one feels an emotion of Joy, that his 
blood circulates as it ought: but ſhould 
its ordinary courſe be interrupted, and 
again reſtored, Joy will naturally ſpring 
up for a time, and as naturally ſubſide 
again, if the Bleſſing be continued. 


Laftly, As this Joy ariſes out of Sor- 
row, it almoſt naturally unguards the 
Mind, and prepares us for a Relapſe in- 
to Sorrow again. It is a ftrange Infatu- 
ation, which can produce as much blind- 
neſs, and inattention, as to the means of 
ſecuring happineſs, as there was vigi- 
lance to diſcover, and activity to pur- 
fue the means of attaining it. The Rea- 
fon is—The Mind of Man has a much 
ftronger ſenſe of Evil, than of Good. 
To be inſenſible of Bleſſings is common 
to all, but no one is inſenſible of his 
Pain: 
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Pain: We feel that in full weight and 
meaſure ; it quickens every faculty : yet 
no ſooner have we ſhook off the weight, 
but the Mind finks into a ſtate of weak- 
neſs, as if its Powers had been over- 
ſtrained, and had ſpent their Force in 
the effort to reſtore itſelf. Thus we loſe, 
in an unguarded hour, the Purchaſe of 
many years Anxiety, and Labour. 


Tris is the weak fide of human 


Nature ; ; to balance and correct which, 


requires all the ſtrength of our better 
part, our Reaſon, and Underſtanding. 
When the Individuals of a Community 
ſuffer from this weakneſs, no one is ſur- 
prized at it; it is what we daily ſee, and 
therefore ſeldom attend to. But the miſ- 
fortune i is, the whole Body of a People 
is liable to the ſame infatuation. A Na- 


tion, as ſuch, may be as inſenſible of 


Bleſſings, as ungrateful, as improvident, 
and careleſs of its own Security, as the 
B 2 moſt 


(12) 
moſt contemptible creature under its 
Protection. Kingdoms, and States, and 
Empires are themſelves, as it were, Indi- 
viduals of a more extended Community; 
they ſtand expoſed to the fame Viciſſi- 
tudes of Good, and Evil. The fame 
Parts, which we daily fee acted between 
Man and Man, in their little Contentions 
for private Intereſt, are acted over, on 
the ſame Plan, though on a larger ſtage, 
between Kingdoms and Kingdoms, un- 
der the Controul of his Providence, 

Pal. bei. f o fitterh in the Heavens over all, and 

en bexv, S hutteth down one. and ſetteth up ano- 

g ther. 


Ws negle the Inſtruction of lefs im- 
portant Events ; but we fee, or ought to 
ſee, with different Eyes, when the Fate 
of a whole People is in the Balance: We 
cannot, or ou ght not to look on with- 
out reflecting, when a Kingdom is re- 

| ſtored, and a Nation rejoiceth. 
Ls? 


(3). 


LIT us ovnkites Whitdfote in the g 

cond Place, what Reflections ought to 

attend this our National Joy, ſo ds to 

. make it conſiſtent with Reaſon, and con- 
y e to W Good | 


tiki Fir, a2 * natural 6. 
tion then will be hat is it that we re 
joice for ?._Is it not that our Conſtitution 
in Church and State, under One Su- 
preme Head, was on this Day reſtored ?= 
this doubtleſs is a moſt reaſonable Cauſe 
of Joy but ſtill, nothing more can be 
reſtored than was lo: The whole of our 
Joy then conſiſts, in being reſtored to the 
Poſſeſſion of thoſe very Bleſſings, which, 
as a Nation, we poſſeſſed before without 
rejoicing; and knew not, either how | to 

value, or how to maintain. 


WHrar is our Joy then, but the Joy | 
of imperfect erring Creatures? And what 


18 


(14) 
is this Solemnity but a ſolemn Acknow- 
ledgement of paſt Errors, implied in our 
Thankſgivings to God for, Gn: us 
ou the Effects of Gam? 


"Gann Refledtion ſhould humble us in 
the midſt of our Joy : it ſhould remind 
us, that there is no Conſtitution of hu- 
man Policy ſo firmly fixed, which hu- 
man- Folly and Depravity may not ſhake, 
or the Madneſs of a People everthrow. 
It is with Humility then we muſt look 
back on the paſt, but a Humility con- 
ſiſtent with the: moſt reaſonable Joy in 
the Event we commemorate. The In- 
tention of this Day's Solemnity 1 is not to 
leſſen, but to awaken in us a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of, our preſent Happineſs, and a Zeal 
for its Preſervation. It calls upon us to 


feel, to reflect, and to act as reaſonable 
Creatures. 


To maintain this Character, we muſt 
know, 
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know, and reflect on the Value of 1 
we poſſeſz; and know our own ſelves, 
what it is that can make us happy. An 
Ignorance of this is always dangerous, 
and the Experiments made in Conſe- 
quence of i it, have already been fatal to 
thoſe that made them. To as they may 
be uſeful, if we are wiſe enough to be 
ſatisfied with the Authority of their Ex- 

amples, without inſiſting on Conviction 


from our own Sufterings. 


WII may form imaginary plans of Go- 
vernment, and refine ourſelves into Diſ- 
contents which no Government can ſa- 
tisfy : But, as Engliſhmen, and Prote/ſ- 
tants, we can frame no Conſtitution bet- 
ter ſuited to our National Genius, and 
Intereſts, than that which we enjoy. For, 
in reality, it is by this very Conſtitution 
that the Temper of this Nation has been 
formed ſuch as it is, and its point of In- 
tereſt determined. The full Exerciſe of 
our 


( 16 1 

our Religion, .the free Uſe of our intel- 
leftual Favillis, tlle ſecure Eiifoytment | 
of our Property, thiſe are made out 
Birth- -right by | the Lays of our Conftitu- 
tion; 3 where, then but on theſe could we 
place our Intereſt? ? and; Whit other Tem- 
ber could naty rally be formed in us, un- 
er the Influence of true Religion thus 
1 and of Reaſon, thus unre- 
d, hut a 8 pirit. that "refults from 
f/ a Courts that belongs to 
Truth? To a People inffuenced by fuch 
Intereſts, and animated by ſuch Princi- 
ples, 1 no other Form of Govetnciient could 
paſſibly | be ſuitable, but that Govern- 
ment only, which has given us a Senſe 
of theſe Intereſts, and a a Spirit to defend 


them. 489 39 
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Tun Queſtion is not, what i is the ſenſe 
of another People, under another Form 
of Government; what they may think 


of our Constitution. or with what tetti- 
per 


(17 
per of x mind they can fubmit to their 
1 we can fed only for ourfelves. 
The cauſes f Happineſs to Mankind 
are as various, as the different fituations 
in Eife, atd che different Characters of 
thoſe that are placed in them. All 
States, and Ranks of Creatures find 
ſornething ſuited to their reſpective capa- 
cities, or ſomethin g to-compeniſate” their 
warts. Slavery may be tolerable to the 
abſet mind of Rint that is bern a Ste; 
the 1deot laments not his wartt of Wil- 
dom, and the Fool rejdices im his Fol; 
but the Cauſe of Pleafute to the Foot 
would be a'Punihment to Wiſdort; and 
the Fetters of a Shve could never 86 
made ſapportable to him that was born 
free. To be raifed from a low eſtate to” 
a higher, is, in the order of things, 
advance in Happineſs — but to be t 


from the higheſt to the loweſt, from a 
State of Order and T ranquillity into a- 
larms and confuſion, from” a State of Li- 

C berty 


618) 
berty to Bondage, from the mild per- 
ſuaſions of Reaſon to the arbitrary dic- 
tates of fuperſtition ;— to undergo ſucb a 
change requires a Fortitude that can 
endure all things, or a 0 . can 
* nothing: Bin 12 
Ir. os are. Fury among us who a 
formed. an unnatural Intereſt to them- 
ſelves i in the ruin of their. Country, how 
they could ſupport a State either of An- 
archy, or Tyranny, is not mine to de- 
termine. Perhaps they do not know 
themſelves. As they are miſtaken in the 
common Noti ons of Right and Wrong, 
they may find themſelves deceived alſo 
in the laſt Iſſue of their own. Principles; 
and it may be Charity to them, as well 
as a Duty we owe our Country, to pray 
to God that their hopes may be defeat- 
ed, and their Expectations periſh. 


Parjuplezs may be formed againſt 
the 


(49) 
the beſt, or in favour of the worſt State 
an intelligent Creature can be placed, iu. 
And indeed, upon a | general |. View. of 
Mankind, it appears too evident, that 
Vice, Superſtition, and Falſhood are more 
followed, and with a more ſteady at- 
tachment, than either Truth, or Vir- 
tue: for Ignorance is more general than 
Knowledge. But Prejudices againſt what 
is really valuable can not alter the nature 
of it: they can not alter the eſtabliſſied 
Fitneſs, and Excellence of true Religion, 
and juſt Government, though they may 
produce à repugnancy in us, and an 
unfitneſs to receive them. I hanks tO 
God, the general Prejudice of this Na- 
tion is in favour of the effabliſhed Go- 
vernment, .and-againſt every otber, that 
could be forced into its place; not a 
blind, undiſcerning Prejudice, but a 
Prejudice that ſprings from Gratitude 
the honeſt, juſt effect, of a real, certain 
ſenſe of Bleſſings derived from it. We 
C 2 have 


(20) 
have long lived happily under its Protec- 
tion: we can look back on a ſeries of 
years full of National Proſperity * Eaſe 


and Plenty, Truth and Liberty, like the 


common air we breathe, have freely cir- 
culated through our Land, and- bleſſed 
the Extent of it, Eſtimate the Value of 
fuch a tate, by comparing it, either with 
that /awleſs Uſurpation, from whence we 
were on this Day delivered, or that Pa- 
pal Branny which ſtill threatens our 
Liberties. We do not want to be con- 
vinced, how wide the difference; we 
are here aſſembled to expreſs our Senſe 


of it: the misfortune is we do not reflect 


on it as we ought. 

Tk xz are certain Truths, and cer- 
tain Bleſſings, which though no man 
ever doubts of their being ſuch, yet per- 
haps, for that very reaſon, he rarely 
thinks of them at all. That God exiſts — 
that Health is a bleſſing are Truths: not 

| diſputed, 


4 
* 
a 
— 
4 
* 
IA 
. . 
* 1 
I 
24 
. i 
"ws \ 
. 
* 
's 
p 
_ 
* o 
„ * þ 
5 8 
* 
— Kd 
1 * 
g * ” 
N 
"x 
Wo 
sf 
8 6 
3 
2 
4 * 
14 
> 41 
E + 4 
_- 


77 FRE. 

& *« £5 * F ><. 
4 l * 
o or 


621 

diſputed; yet there are thoſe who live 
perſuaded of borb, without reflecting to 
any uſeful purpoſe. on eitber. Thus we 
value our-Intereſt, and love our'Coun- 
try; yet there are Inſtances of thoſe, who. 
have ſacrificed · cheir Intereſt to one Paſ- 
ſion, and their Country to anorber. To 
acknowledge a Truth and contradict it 
in its Conſequences; to value a thing 
ſincerely, and neglect the care of it, are 
Inconſiſtencies too common to produce 
ſurprize; but it is the Reproach of our 
Nature that it ſhould be ſo. We boaſt 
of Reaſon, and the free Uſe of it: Rea- 
/on we think our Privilege as Men; the 
free Uſe of it our Privilege as Eng/ih- 
nen: We ſtand diſtinguiſhed then by 
ſuperior advantages ; ;—and will not the 
Abuſe, or Neglect of them, diſtinguiſh 
us alſo. by a more unpardonable Incon- 
ſiſtencey? If we think ourſelves happy, 
and aſſume the character of rea/onable 


Creatures, Reaſon will open to us a wide 
field. 


1 
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Pf. c will remind us of be great things God 


that it is periſhable. It is the Appoint- 


(522) 


field for Reflection: —it will: Carry our 


thoughts to Heaven with gratitude; it 


has done for us already; it will incline 


us to implore the ſame gracious 1 
dence ſtill to guard and protect us; 
will teach us, that, without Virtue, we 


are unworthy of it; and that, without 
our own care, attention and Wiſdom, 
in the natural order of cauſes and ef- 


feds, our Joy muſt” be turned into 


Mourning. 


Ir is equally unreaſonable, and un- 
juſt even to ourſelves, not to reflect on 


the Cauſes that have produced, or may 


deſtroy our Happineſs. For Happineſs, 


as it ſubſiſts by Self attention, by a Con- 


ſciouſneſs of its own worth, and the 
Memory of the cauſe that has produced 
it; ſo it ſecures itſelf in Exiſtence by 
watching its enemy, and not forgetting 


ment 


(23) 
ment of Providence, that Wiſdom ſhould 
be the Guard of Happineſs, and Happi- 
neſs the Reward of Wiſdom. 


* 


* is true chars a Joy which is deſ- 
titute of thought, and void even of the 
common Principle of Selt-preſervation. 
There is a ſupineneſs alſo in Tranquillity 
that can ſleep on a precipice, and flatter 
itſelf with -ſecurity. But this is that 
Proſperity which, Solomon has told us, 
ſhall deftroy itſelf, and that. folly for 
which Stripes are prepared—prepared by 
the very Order and Conſtitution of 
things; the ſame preparation in Nature 
by which Effects are prepared to follow 
from their reſpective Cauſes. It is for the 
inſtruction, and correction of ſuch minds, 
that Pain is appointed, to ſupply the 
want, and inforce the admonitions of 
Wiſdom. They muſt be taugbt by Pain, 
before they can find out that they have 
been happy; and in the midſt of Joy be 


awakened: 


(26) 
awakened into a ſenſe; er ve 
ate to a 1 into an 


12 * 


2 


Ox this Und in * — was 
the Joy of our Anteftors, on the Day 
which we now commemotate. It looks 
as if, together with their fucceſs, there 


"If. xxix, 10. WAs | poured 01% upon them the ſpirit of 


deep fleep. Their Joy had ſo infatuated = 
them, that they were ready to give up, 
to the arbitrary diſpoſal of their Prince, 
that very Liberty, the Recovery of which 
was the chief reaſon hy they rejoiced 
at all. We ought therefore to reflect on 
it with gratitude to Providenee, for not 
ſuffering ſuch advantages to be taken of 
their weak, unguarded ſtate of mind, as 
might have entailed fflavery on them, 
and their Poſterity for ever: The ſtorm 
was blown over; they- felt themſelves 
happy; Tranquilliry S been loft, and 


was found. Their whole attention was 


confined to the preſent Good: they 


neither 


(25 
neither diſtinguiſhed the true cauſe of 
their paſt Evils, nor looked forward. ta 
conſequences. They reflected not that 
the ſame Principles, which unadviſedly 
purſued too far had ended in the De- 
ſtruction of the Conſtitution, ſtill ſub- 
ſiſted in the midſt of them, and pre- 
pared the Kingdom for future Revoluti- 
ons. There was indeed little danger of 
a relapſe into the ſams ſtate, which they 
had ſo lately eſcaped: the Danger to the 
Conſtitution was now from the oppoſite 
extreme. For ſome years the miſchief 
worked in a concealed manner: but in 
the ſucceeding Reign,. it declared itſelf 
openly without reſerve. This indeed 
proved fortunate to us in the event: for 
the too haſty ſpirit of Popery counter- 
ated, and deſtroyed itſelf by its own 
violence. It brought trouble and anguiſh 
on all true friends to their Country, but 
at the fame time it gave them union and 
ſtrength to defeat their Enemies. 

8 | D Tarr 


624) 


awakened into a ſenſe, how near they 


ate to a 2 into an 9 N55 


Os this kind, 0 fins dit _ 


the Joy of our Anceffors, on the Day 
which we now commemorate. It looks 


as if, together with their ſucceſs, there 


Al. xxix, 10, Was | porered out upon them, the ſpirit of 
deep fleep. Their Joy had fo infatuated 
them, that they were ready to give up, 
to the arbitrary difpoſal-of their Prince, 
that very Liberty, the Recovery of which 
was the chief reaſon hy they rejoiced 
at all. We ought therefore to reflect on 
it with gratitude to Providence, for not 
ſuffering ſuch advantages to be taken of 
their weak, unguarded ſtate of mind, as 
might have entailed ſſavery on them, 
and their Poſterity for ever. The ſtorm 


was found. Their whole attention was 
confined to the preſent Good: they 


neither 


was blown over; they felt themſelves 


| happy; Tranquillity S been. loff, and 
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neither diſtinguiſhed the true cauſe of 
their paſt Evils, nor looked forward to 
conſequences. They reflected not that 
the ſame Principles, which unadviſedly 
purſued too far had ended in the De- 
ſtruction of the Conſtitution, ſtill ſub- 
ſiſted in the midſt of them, and pre- 
pared the Kingdom for future Revoluti- 
ons. There was indeed little danger of 
a relapſe into the ſame ſtate, which they 
had ſo lately eſcaped: the Danger to the 
Conſtitution was now from the oppoſite 
extreme. For ſome years the miſchief 
worked in a concealed manner: but in 
the ſucceeding Reign, it declared itſelf 
openly without reſerve. This indeed 
proved fortunate: to us in the event: for 
the too haſty ſpirit of Popery counter- 
ated, and deſtroyed itſelf by its own 
violence. It brought trouble and anguiſh 
on all true friends to their Country, but 
at the ſame time it gave them union and 
ſtrength to defeat their Enemies. 

_— Tarr 


46 
29 Fit of trbubles thee Fire u mer⸗ 
eiu Correcion of Proviſlenocꝭ. which 
proddced the Happieſt effecæ. „It tauglu 
the Nation, . no Prinet could he 
truſted as the GuarBith 6f Church and 
State, whoſe" Przubaßle drecrly tended 
. to the deſtructibn of Borb. It taught 
them therefore to act conſiſtently, and to 
ſettle the Crown” Gti A Succeſſion of 
Princes, Whoſe Hiterets would combine 
with their Principles And — To 
Protect, 0 — em. . 


T0 this Wisdom er ber Ardeltors we * 

are indebted for every blefſing we now 

enjoy as a Proteſtant, free People. It is 

our part to reflect on theſe various. Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, and the ſubor- 

dinate cauſes which have alternately 

; ruined, and reſtored the Conſtitution. = 
| | * x Cor. x. a For all theſe things happened to them 
25 for Euſamplet, ani they are written for 4 
our ” Aamonition. They were taught by 
| adverſity, 
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adverſity, by perſecutions, by bonds, and 

; impriſonments. We indeed, under the 

E preſent Government, have no ſuch In- 

. ſtructors. But is Affliction the only In- 
ſtructor? Has Happineſs no leſſons of 
Wiſdom for our improvement? This 
ſurely is worth our attention: for, if our 

Nature is not very perverſe, it is more 
natural to extract happineſs out of hap- 
pineſs, to derive ſafety from Power, and 
10 go on from flrength to ſtrengtb. We ,,, 
are eſtabliſhed on a ſure Foundation: it 7: 

can not eaſily be ſhaken, but by our 
own vices and inconſiſtency. Let us 
add Strength to it by Virtue, by Wiſdom, 
by Loyalty, and Unanimity. Let zhe/e 
be our Truſt ; and let God be our Con- 
fidence : ® Through God we ſhall do 

valiantly, and it is He that ſhall tread 

down our Enemies. 


„ Pf, Ix. 128 


Fo 1% 


